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Five years have passed since I came to Tako machi. [ have so many great memories. Making many
new friends from around the world, learning Japanese, traveling around Japan, talking and laughing with
many students. All of these things are very special to me. I still clearly remember seeing Kibasen for the
first time and the efforts of the English speech contest students. However, my favorite memory is being
given one hundred cranes on my very first day at school. I will take them home with me to New Zealand.

To everyone at Tako JHS and Tako Board of Education, thank you so much. The pride and sense of
belonging Tako JHS creates in students is amazing. It really is a great school, I think. I was taught so
many things by the people there and we laughed so much, didn't we? [ hope I can teach some of those
things to the people back in New Zealand.

As a final message to everyone in Tako, stay positive and never give up. Japan is a wonderful and
unique*® country. Don't hide behind that uniqueness though. Japanese can learn English just as well as
anybody else. Get out and explore our amazing world.

[ will miss everyone here. Please continue to do your best. (
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